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4 Sermon Prexteds the 


Prophanation and 
gn Pr, ith hr pol exhorts us 
Lego induce- , 
Goodneſs, 


of at earth- 


Parent, ch hotondemdh of 6a of 
je 'er and uncreated Goodnels , to 


DE EEEs 


deſcends to this Princi- 


Conn! re kg ce 


you, we. | | 
Cad Wands ws andy confblcr Gab | 


— Propoſitions, as direQly con- 


'1 pt Ss by 6 arural Pri iple, = 
| Which Yo xheneHlataly Boar che 
VL . very ſme" of their Natures, ate inr | 
clined to wiſh well - themſelves. 
V. That every particular mans bappi- 
IG baton heh mach. | | RK 
= ol  generaland common good 
L100! that it/cannoc be ſeparate therefrom. 
ow BI. General-Rule of — — 
41:09 te be obſerved 
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all-men in Society and Converſe 

2 OH SITES 

oy Paw 067 ah DAE 

do even ſo wnto them. | 

IV. *. Laly, The Divine Authority and 

San@ion of- this Precept, For this is the 
Law and the Prophets. | 


or | I begin with the firſt of theſe; viz Via;: 

Thar all men by a natural Principle, which 

flows immediately/ from the very frame of 

| their Natures, are: inclined to wiſh well 

| to themſelves. Thar every man hunts af- 

ter his own. felicity, and is at all times a: 

Well-wiſher to his own-good (however be 

rv miſtaketh the thing , or the way' to-chac 

good) is a Maxim 0 evident and clear, that- 

n0 man in bis ſound wis can call irines 

queſtion ; it is derived: from-che": 

ceflity of our Natures; men cannot 

therwiſe if they would. - oor worn 

damental Law of our Being, Oy 
| » firſt Principle that: God hact»pu 

laſt 


er rH ory dc hr their. 
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tures , as a power necellary for their 
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- Bur this:is a!Point 


nei 


dicomninon:Gred bf 


hath, 


-hach given us no deſire or natural 


tion withoue ſufficient power alſo of put- 
ting the ſame in execution ; ſo in nothing 
more hath he pur us into a capacity of pur- 
ſuing our intereſt in this World, than 
by the conſtant exerciſe of Sociable Duries, 
and the good Offices of common Life and 
Convedaien This is apparent in the 
general Order of Providence : The low- 
eſt Creatures that partake of life, are ſorted 
and combined together for their Common 
Good. . In Bees we have. a reſemblance of 
Rule and Policy ; Birds and Beaſts accom- 
pany each other, and joyn inthe reſpetive + 
Offices of their kind, and contribute their 
murual Aid, unleſs of the moſt ſavage and 
wild Natures. And though we excel 0- 
ther Animals in a reaſonable Soul, to ſtudy 
Nature and the Authour of it, and to pur- 
ſue the ways of Happineſs ; yet this is ſo 
far from promoti Glicude and a life un- 
ſociable, that it rather excites our inclinari- 
ons and deſires to a combination with one 
another under. good and profitable Laws 
ot Comoys Nor, jp. on: iath, One 
ufhciency in hi as not to want the 

B aſſiſtance 


iſco Mn nip ink 
Members of his Church 


Seven 
Lhe wa 


Gimme i fas Chih Trivenphant in Hea- 


ven Now 3 our under God is 
| flindatnentally Rate ety , to. which 
wany Verives have an imavediace reſpect 


and relative : ſ6 he that will 
Gn, well- Aeiphin'd ad civilized 
obſerve the- Laws of it, 

phich re th Fr the benefit of exch 
articular Meinber, with a Sie fegard un- 
Sg bblick ;. Iichidih: whichProviſo, in 
of title, the Eftiblifiimicar would 


7 the Conirhbtiity Be Hilfolyed, 
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V.. ng Prax; be the 


heart, = 
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ons towards whatever dath 


ſuppoled to concern him. As every 
is render of -himfelf, - ſo he alſo allo Sire 


and expeteth that gther 
.have r —_— unto reef hol Eonar of 
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defire ; thar fo by containing his PaGons 
within the Bounds of Reaſon and Religion, 
'he may teach others to moderate the excel- 
ſes of them, to thoſe violent effeats 
that iſſue from ſo predominant and boiſte- 
rous Principles. So that, the love of our 
ſelves is underſtood by all men, it needs no 
zphraſe or Explanation : Nature and 
prompt usto it , and Religion re- 
Mos 
del of our ings with one another. 
Now he that truely loveth himſelf is a 
Friend of Hamanity, and loyerh his com- 
| mon Nature in another man : for we are 
1 Theff. 4. not only taught of God to love our Brethren 
” # Chriſt, bur may be our 'own Inftrufors, 
only by obſerving the Rule of my Text, 

- which is fitted ind fquared to all conditions - 

of Life. For it preferveth and maintain- 

eth ajteftabliſhmencs of men ; it juſtles ouc 

no Duty or diſtinQion of Order amongft 

ns'; it doth' not confound the different re- 
fpeAts due to men, as Moraliey enjoins, and 


R 
commends it fo far as to miake ir 


F 


Prudence poines our and directs ; ic doth 
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the Bands of ran Hat" 2. Ws 
confounding the degrees and flati6ns, w 

are neceſlary , whether in Oeconomical or 
Civil Socieries. 

To love our Neighbour as our (elves is 
by Reduction and Inference, the love of 
Piety and God himſelf, according to the 
Dial of Scripeure-Phraſe in Holy Wrie. 
Saine John expreſly joineth them together, 


and hateth his Brother, **** 


if 4 man ſay, 1 love God, 
be is a Liar : for be that loveth not bis Brother 
whom be hath ſeen, bow can be love God whom be 
hath not ſeen > Should 1 ſpeak of this Rule as 
it deſerves, in what a plentiful Field of Ar- 
guments might I expatiate, what a mult 
eude of Motives and preg —_—_ 
might I produce, to oblige men to the 
i of. this ſo excellent a Duty ? Do 
we not prize and value our ſelves amidlt 
diſgraces and misfortunes ?- and our frail- 
ties and weakneſles, do they not but very 
lictle depreſs us in. our own opinion-; nor, 
do we deſire to be-leſſened in the eſteera of 
others 2 Why then ſhould: we audacioully 


xevile, inwardly deſpiſe, or ſcoffingly re- 
wardly deſpiſe, or art 
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are not Sroically afſeRed i in che caſe 2 r 
Safety, our Fortune, our Honour and Re- 
pure, nay our Paſtimes and Diverſi- 
ons, buc'require-the alliftance of others, 
and-expeCtic from them ; in the like man- 
ner le a behelpfulzo our Neighbour, and 
Promoters of hi As we would not 
be-Fhoc-wich Envy (in the proſperous cir- 
cumiſtances of- our lives ; ſo neither ought 
we'to -repine at another. mans increaſe of 
Fortune, -growth in - tation, -or Ad- 
' vahcementiin' Power. If we find! 
an Complacency reſulting to us from a 
flourifhing condition in Wealth or Repure, 
or-ary additional 'Ornament-to our ſtate , 
2re*we not aptito-commiunicate this: farif- 
{xQion'to- others, thar) we -may (augment 
our Foy by- an-accefſion of 'theirs'? 'Why 
* "then 'ſhould-we-be-gloſe.and reſerved to 
Mn IE mn 


foxes beld it Leiceſter. 


| — 


we not extremely rejoyce at the Temporal 
or Spiritual g our Neighbour, elpe- 
cially che latter, which doch ſo iofinicely 
outweigh and vaſtly cranſcend 3ll other 
concerns ?* Alas! Do not our diſgraces 
and misfortunes ſtrike and pierce our very 
hearts ? Doth nor pain-and ickaels in us 


importune our Neighbours cotnpaſſon, 
and intreat the — ſuccour of our 
Chriſtian Brethren ? Doth not this then 
prompt. us alſo to a fcllow-ſeeling with, 
and commileration of our Neighbour in his 
diſtreſs > There is none of. us all chat will 
not ſtickle earneſtly for our ſelves ; we 


manage our own concerns with vi 


igorous 
and faichful induſtry, aud we do all we can, 


to prevent want and-a deſtirute condition, 
the fears whereof do ſodiſquier and moleſt- 
us ; we are not {atighed with an empty- 
wiſh, but put our inveation-on-the Rack, 


Fd pap dogs 


and. wile, wich as mach ſolicude and care- 
fulneſs. we propagate the Honour of God. 
in our lives, we umprels an.awe of Religi- 


en;in our hearts, weſupplant ignorance and: 
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Rom. 15. 2- 


hurcful errour in our minds, and do exter- 
minare fin and 2 bad conſcience in our 


yr 7ere A hee his Soul. And aswe do not 
uſually thwart and oppoſe our own eager 
propenſions, nor defire thar others ſhould 
contradiQ our and humour ; ſo we 
may learn hence — and Mode- 
ration we ſhould exerciſe towards them, 
what a complaiſant and civil demeanour 
we ſhould bear towards all men, endea- 


youring to _ them in all chings for 
their andy rr fg any man eaſily incenſed 

ſelf ? or on he defire to ſee 
«. wan boil with indignation againſt him, 
or betray a {pightful and haughty Spirit to- 
wards him ? "Then, ler him alſo ſhew a 
frank and condeſcending meekneſs of 
Temper, ſuch as will ſoften the harſhneſs 
of bad Tempers ; rather than inſult upon 
the frowardneſs of another, or exaſperate 
him. with unſeemly reproaches, or libel 
him 
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him with harſh and bitter lnve&tives. As 
we have a natural fondneſs for our 
and eyery man wiſherh himſelf an i 
of coment and happineſs; ſo this propen- 
fion inclineth us naturally unto a Sociable 
Life, that we may in common of 
vr vn —_ be had in (o- 
litude. Now the Laws of Society require 
a mutual regard unto the Members there- 
of ; for they are noe calculated for the pro- 
fir of one, but of many ; and therefore he 
that wilfully another is a 
Tranſgreſſor againſt the grand Law of our 
Nature, and by his praftice would diſcard 
all humagity , and overthrow all helpful 
Society. Alexander Severus the Emperour 


had always this Saying in his mouth, Quod Lenprid. in 


trþi non vis fieri, alters ne feceris, Do not that 


to another, which in thy conſcience thou 577. 


deſireſt ſhould not be done unto thee. This 71/4. 


comprehends -our in all 
our words and ee detend our 
ſelves harmleſs and inoffenſive to others, as 
we deſire they would do to us. Now 


tis certain that no man is willing that his 
Neighbour ſhould be rude in his —_— 
C O 


'd; 


y collude 
enants, Or 


a Diſcourſe, 


Excortiones in Buſineſs and 


willing that his 


and Difator i 


No, man is 


Nei hn ur 
with 


'S 


IS 
S 
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y handled in word and deed. No Bo- 
2nd baſe detrattion, Who is there 


bim in Promiſes and Cov 
is fond: of ill-natur'd cenluce., of un- 


wickedly and deceitlly rrepan him. We 


would all be genthy accoſted, and favour- 


ay 


dy 
wWw 
= 
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, | 
y.; we cannge endure the Brunt of a 
e Story of -our ſelves ; how doth it 
and unſertle us, amuſe and affrighe 
us 2 How eager are we to ſtopthe mouths 
and ears. of others againſt our ſelves, and 
Rifle, -as ſoon as pollibly we can, the infe- 
Qiba, and hinder-ic from ſpreading ? And 
this may be a Rule io ſquare our Deport- 
' ment, and faſhion our Behaviour in what- 
ſoever relates to Ingenuity and: Candour, 
to honeſt and plauſible 'Dealing, to the 
ſweet and comfortable enjoyment of rea-- 
fonable Society. 

- For this is a Rule of unfailing Equity, 
of, impartial Truth, and:/Godly Simplici- 
; ty: 80 do,to wthers,, as we world bave them do to. 


*, 
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NI 
them : which in a Negative ſenſe implics 
the gy mbar and the 
ning fuck Proceedings - with ur 
bour, as are hateful ro our ſelves. 
this removes an Objeion which 
might perhaps be ſtarted, viz, Tha it 
ſcems an infringement of Order, and aire- 
laxing of Society, for men of very different 
and unequal capacities, ſo far above or 
below one another, b natural os acquired 
ts, to follow tritneſs of this 
Rule; That it tends to the confuſion and 
levelling of Perſons, and therefore is im- 
prafticable. No certainly. this holy and 
wiſe Law hath a reſpe& unto-the Com: 
mon Good of. Mankind, and cannot over- 


rgore being meant thereby chan a come 
tm Ales benkanad and 
temper all che Duties of -Sociable: Liſe ; 
panda aatonn ena a; 4 


a. "ry 


bour that which his Reaſon and Conſci- 
ence tells him he ſhould from him 
in like circumſtances ; co fulfil che Laws of 
univerſal Juſtice, and to eſtabliſh an 
and uniform Charicy, which is the Bond of 
Perſeftion, and the Top of all humane 


Vercue. | » wha: 
conſider the laſt Propo- 


I come now 'to 
ſition in-my Text, viz; 

IV. The Divine Authority and San- 
ion of the Precept, For this is the Law and 
the 'Prophets. This is not only'a Di&ate 
of the Law of Nature, a Precept every 
way agreeable to our rational Facutkies ; 
bur it is the'very Baſis and Ground-work of 
Lega] © and ''Propherical Diſpenſations 
throughout the Book bf God. - What is 
the Second Table of the ogue ? in 
what doth it confift, but in ſtanding Rules 
of Dire&ion-concerning our Duty unto 
our Neighbour; in fri InjunRtions of 
due Honour and Obedience to our Supe- 
riours, and: of Jaſtice to all men; in fe- 
vere Prohibirionseo be injurious to any in 
their | Perſons, their Property and Good 


Name, or ary thing belonging to them ?- 
| What 


| os 
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What are the P bur iaſpired Com- 
menctators upon the whole Law of God, 
with extraordinary Commillion to inforce 
Righteouſneſs and Morality, nay and of- 
ten to prefer it before Devotion it (elf, 


as more pleaſing to God, for he loveth mercy. Hoſ. 6. 6. 
better than Sacrifice, and the good we do 9:1 


our Fellow-Creatures that need it, better 
than his own Worſhip and Service; who 
though he infinitely deſerves ir, yer needs 
it not. 

Now, as this Body of Inſticutes was gi- 
ven to Moſes by the Miniſtry of Angels, and 
delivered to the People of Iſrael, the Seed 
of Jacob , God's peculiar Inheritance ; ſo 
the Goſpel of our Lord, the Covenant of 
Grace , hath excecdingly . confirmed and 
ſtrengrhened this Second Table of the 
Commandments, by. ſuperadding eternal 
Rewards and Puniſhments unto all thoſe 
who willingly obſerve, or wilfully tranſ- 
grels them. Doth not our Saviour aſſure 
us, That with what meaſure we mate wnto others, 
it ſhall be meaſured to us againin our Accounts 
with God in the Journal of our Lives ? 


when He tha jets Judgment to.che Line, and ai. 28. 17. 


Righteoufue 


_ 
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Righteouſneſs to the Phomner, will pronounce 
cerca cooemnc or acquitted by 
the Rule of Charity. And therefore Sc. 
Paul exhorts us (for a Teſt of our HolinEE, 
Col. 3- 12. and Mark of our EleQtion) to put on Bewels 

"of mercy , err. Bernd © bs hide 

' - Gal. 6. 2. With and tO bear one ane 
Rom. 12. 3. others Burt thak ſober of our ſelves. 

in reſirence allo ro publick Eſtabliſhmens, 

how firmly doth the Apoſtle bind us to O- F 

+ Rom. 13. las Let every Soul be ſubjeft to the 
bigher Powers : Render to all men their Dues, 

Tribute”to whom Tribute, Cuſtom to whom Cu- 

ftom, Fear to whom Fear, | Honour to whom Ho- 

a Pet. 2. 13. NOK. So alſo S. Peter, Submit your elves to 
every "Ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake. 

And that we may nor be blown and puff d 

up with vanity (which renders us over- 

weening and conceited, imperious and 

Philip-2- 3-havghty) we are forbid to do any thing, 
through ftrife or vameglory ; but in lowlineſs of 

mind-to- give prebeminence to others, and eſteem 

thein better than our ſelves. In another Text 

1 Pek, 2.17. we are bid to honour afl men, and love the Bro- 
therbood ; that is, the incire Fellowſhip and 

Fraternity of ' Chriſtians. Nor hath the 

Scripture 
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Scripture only ſecured Reverence to Au- 
thority in a Publick Station, and regulated 
, our general conyerſe ; but it hath likewiſe 
ſacred the welfare of private Societies, b 
reaching the reciprocal Duties of 

| Member thereof, and their reſpeQive Ob- 
ligations : Husbands, love your Wives, and be Col. 3. 19. 

not bitter againſt them. Wives, ſubmit your 

ſelves unto your own Husbands, as unto the 
$ Lord ; for the Husband is the Head of the Wife, Ephe. ;. 2. 

as Chriſt is ' Head of the Church. And: for 
Oeconomical Proviſion and Care, Whoſe» ' Tim.z-8. 

ver doth not provide for bis own, pecialy for 
them of bis own houſhold, is in the Apoſtle's 

judgment , worſe than an Infidel. Laſtly, 

we have the mutual Offices of Children 

p and Parents, Maſters and Servants, ſpeci- 

fied and determined in the New Teſta- 
ment, as well as in the Old : That Fathers Epheſ. 6. 4. 

not provoke their Children, but þri : 

ruxgth mn hy nurture and admonition ge 
Lord : That Children ſhould obey their Parents Ephec. 6. 1. 

in all things, as well-pleaſmg unto God. As al- 

ſo, That themſelves ſhould not be provoked to 

anger, leſt they be diſcouraged and out-of 
heart, and rendred.thereby apt to go aſtray 

D 


om 


Duty, ariſing from this juſt and boly Pre- 


CEPT. 
It zemains therefore that we apply it co 


'our ſelves, thar we ſhould it 1n our 
"minds, and examine and. fifr our conſcien- 
"ces, how far we have ſwerved from the 


pots thereof ; if choſe Command- 
ments are virtually comprized and ſumm'd 
up in this Precepe of our Saviour, That we 
dv unto others, 4s we would have them ds 
wnro us (which is indeed undefiled and un- 
ſpotted Religion, as all che Du- 
ties of Society, without or diſtin- 
ion of parriality and pre then let us 
aiono pail and rj) che 
and unequal we have been in che Weights 
and Meaſures of our Juſtice and Charity 
to our ſelves and others. Do we not for | 
the moſt part ule a double Balance, 
weighing our own Intereſts and. Con- 
cernments in the ope, and chole of our 


ity another 3 ftrictly 
rpon the Equity of this Rule to our ſelves, 
bur having little or no regard: co- it when 


cher: chltenge the like us ?: This's 


D 2 certainly 


S. Paul alſo affirms and makes a parti- Rom. 13-9- 
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Rule, which. is always ready ac hand (be- 
cauſe every man carrieth it_jn his own 
breaſt) it is a macrer certainly of wonder 
and aſtoniſhment , that any one who calls 
COTS ng ann whe Fam 
ly aſhamed, not only to break and daily 
ranſgrels chis righteous rule of Juſtice and 
Equiy, but. even to fly out into thoſe 
enormous Crimes of Murder and 1 
prefſion;, of Subornation and Perj 
bid bonehdad fober Heathen 
| beaſhamedandÞluſhac. 
"+ + We have: therefore reat and. mighty 
reaſon 0” ific vo. extol the Provi- 
dence \of- 4 ; who hath- ordained and 


BL Miniſters) of 7 ro execute wrath upon 

+. Wy 4+ all: thoſe 'who' do evil , without which, the 
World! would ſoon become . a. Wilder- 
nek, | or-a mere Shambles/ of. Cruelty and 
Oppreſhon,; and Mankind only a, barba- 
rous:Herd of Prey, the greater and mighs 
ner ſtil} devouring the leſſer and, weaker, 


partialiry and injuſtice. 
—— 7 HWA, ck ſo clear and certain a 


as bis and the King's 


» £7, 
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his Neighbour. I beſcech therefore Al- 
mighty God to proſper your undertakings, 
thac Juſtice in an even Balance may be e- 
qually adminiſtred ; that the innocent 
may be protected and relieved , whilſt 
the wicked man is caught in the Snare 


which he laid for the i ing of others. 
And I pray God a fmr (amy 2.0.0" 
the great Account we mult one day make 


at the one great general Aſſize, when an 
Arch-Angel ſhall ſound a Trumpet before 


the Judge of the whole Earth, and every x,ciec .. 
man ſhall be recompenced according to his deeds, 14- 


whether they be good, or whether they be evil. 
For which Great Day, God of his Infinite 
Mercy grant we may all prepare our ſelves, 
for the ſake of his only beloved Son our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to. whom. with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit be given all Ho- 
nour, Praiſe and Dominion, now and: for: 
eVermore.. Amen. 
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